THE CHINA HELPER < FREE LEARNING RESOURCE

100 Essential Chinese
Characters for

Beginners

Every International Student Should Know in China

A Beginner-Friendly Guide to Understanding Chinese Signs, Words and Daily Life

Signs - Menus - Transport - Campus - Daily Survival

Free Chinese Learning Resource by The China Helper



Welcome to Chinese Characters

Chinese characters may look difficult at first, but you do not need to learn thousands of

characters to survive in China.

e Learning the most common characters can help you:
e Understand public street & metro signs

e Read restaurant menus and food labels

e Use public transportation systems

e Recognize important official & campus information

e Build your basic everyday Chinese vocabulary

@ Extra Tip: You do not need to know how to write every/character. For daily survival,
recognizing them is enough. Many international students.only focus on reading recognition

for the first few months in China.




How This Guide Works

This is a survival-recognition guide. Priority: read & recognize, not handwriting practice.
Every character entry includes five sections:

Character— Original Chinese character

Pinyin— Phonetic pronunciation

Meaning— Core English definition

Common Words— Real-life compound words you will actually see

Where You See It— Real-world locations / scenarios you encounter this character

Example

s
* xuéStudy : %3] xuéxi study and learn 224 xuéshéng studentWhere You See It:

School, campus gate, textbook covers, class notice boards

@ Extra Tip: Screenshot character pages and store on your phone. When you see unknown
signs in public, quickly look up this guide. You do not need memorize all 100 characters in

one sitting.

Extra important note: Chinese subway stations clearly mark N[0 Entrance / 41 Exit. These two
characters will save you lots of trouble when travelling.

Chinese Signs You Will See Everywhere

@ Note: These single-character public signs appear on metro, restrooms, building doors,

warning posters. Recognize these one character and you understand the whole sign.



PART

Basic Everyday Characters




A rén

Person / People
Words: 4MEA waiguorén (foreigner) - 4 xuéshéng
(student)

Seen: ID documents, introduction forms, public
notice board

X a

Big / Large
Words: K= daxué (university) - X#& daléu (large
building)

Seen: University gate, building names, store signs

1\ o

Small / Little
Words: /)\[F xidodian (small shop) - /\3 xidoxué
(primary school)

Seen: Local convenience stores, street shop signs

qz zhong

Middle / China
Words: F1[E Zhonggud (China) - #53Z Zhongwén
(Chinese language)

Seen: Official signs, packaging, campus notice

E guo

Country / Nation
Words: EZ gudjia (country) - EfR gudji
(international)

Seen: Passport-related documents,
international-office sign

I wén

Languaage / Writing / Culture
Words: 532 Zhongwén (Chinese language) - X5
weénzi (written characters)

Seen: Library, textbook, language class notice

* xué

Studly / Learn

Words: Z24 xuéshéng (student) - Z45 xuéxiao
(school)

Seen: Campus everywhere, classroom door,

university documents

E shéng

Life / Raw / Student

Words: 4 xuéshéng (student) - 54 xiansheng
(mister)

Seen: Student ID, campus registration paper

H -

Sun / Day / Date
Words: 41 shéngri (birthday) - BEf rigi (date)

Seen: Forms, calendar, application documents

g yué

Moon / Month
Words: B{p yuéfen (month) - —B8 yi (yué January)

Seen: Application forms, calendars

E nian

Year / Age

g duo

Many / More




Words: &#% nianling (age) - 4 jinnian (this year)

Seen: Registration forms, official paperwork

Words: Z/> dudshao (how many /how much) - 1R
hén (duo a lot)

Seen: Shops, price tags, questionnaires

ﬂ’\ shao

Few / Little
Words: /b—£3 shao (yidian a little less) - 22> hén
(shao very few)

Seen: Restaurant menu, ordering food

U rso

Good / Fine

Words: 1R%F hén (hdo very good) - ¥z haochi
(delicious)

Seen: Reviews, menu comments, daily conversation
text

*E shi
Is/Am /Are

Words: B2 wo (shi | am) - <& bu (shi is not)

Seen: Forms, questionnaires, basic written sentences




PART

Campus & University Characters




>
& xiao

School / Campus
Words: 1%} xuéxiao (school) - 15 xiaoyuan
(campus)

Seen: University gate, campus building sign

#] oo

Teach / Instruction

Words: = jiaoshi (classroom) - 2% jiaoxué
(teaching)

Seen: Teaching building door sign

I

Teacher / Master
Words: &/ laoshi (teacher) - #Jfi jiaoshT (instructor)

Seen: Office door, class schedule

1R i

Class / Lesson

Words: iR shangke (attend class) - #4 kébén
(textbook)

Seen: Timetable, classroom notice

Building / Floor
Words: #5244 jiaoxuéldu (teaching building) - i5&12
sushéléu (dormitory building)

Seen: Every campus building entrance sign

.
'] mer

Door / Gate
Words: Aj] damén (main gate) - [ JO ménkou
(doorway)

Seen: Building gate, room door plate

=
Room / Chamber
Words: #{Z= jiaoshi (classroom).: 73\Z bangongshi

(office)

Seen: All kinds of room signs on campus

shi

'jJ\ ban

Handle / Manage
Words: 732 banli (process (formalities)) - HAZ=E
bangongshi (office)

Seen: Administration office, student-affairs notice

&4\ gong

Public / Official

Words: A= bangongshi (office) - AFF gongkai
(public)

Seen: Official notice, administration building

A -

Lodge / Accommodate
Words: 75 sushé (dormitory)
Seen: Student dormitory building sign

% shé

House / Dorm
Words: 755 sushe (student dormitory)

Seen: Dorm building, dorm registration

r-1
=1 ta

Picture / Chart
Words: E|H1E tushaguan (library) - Bl tdpian
(picture)




Seen: Library entrance sign

:B shu

Book
Words: E# tausha (book) - HBZA shibén (textbook)

Seen: Library, bookstore, classroom

hl‘ll

LG guan

Hall / Venue

Words: EHIE tashaguan (library) - fKB1E tiyuguan
(gymnasium)

Seen: Library, sports-building entrance

|
PR i
Border / Inter-
Words: ER gudji (international) - EFRZF4E guoji
(xuéshéng international student)

Seen: International student office doorplate




PART

Transportation Characters




E che

Vehicle / Car
Words: ;5% qiché (car) - XZE hudché (train)

Seen: Bus station, train station sign

nkn
H|I_i zhan

Station / Stop
Words: ZEif chézhan (station) - #tbgkuh ditiézhan
(metro station)

Seen: Metro, bus, railway station everywhere

T 1o

Road / Route
Words: j&i& daolu (road) - A& gonglu (highway)

Seen: Street name plates, bus route boards

¢J~ dong

East
Words: Zx[] dongmén (east gate) - ZkiZ1 dongbian
(east side)

Seen: Metro exit number, building gate sign

g

West
Words: 7] ximén (west gate) - FgiJ xibian (west
side)

Seen: Metro exits, campus gate signs

I_EE nan

South
Words: £gi] ndnmén (south gate) - 575 nanfang
(south)

Seen: Metro exit, street signs

:"S béi

North
Words: it béimén (north gate) - 3t75 béifang
(north)

Seen: Metro exit, street name plates

m chu

Go out / Exit
Words: [0 chakodu (exit) - HZ chaqu (go out)
Seen: Metro huge EXIT sign, building fire exit

Arl‘l

Enter / Entrance
Words: A0 rukou (entrance) - A jinru (enter)
Seen: Metro ENTRANCE sign, building gate

ith .

Ground / Land
Words: ithk ditié (metro /subway) - 75 difang
(place)

Seen: Metro station sign, street signs




PART

Food & Restaurant Characters




’ﬂi fan

Rice / Meal
Words: 11z chifan (eat meal) - 2Ktk mifan (cooked
rice)

Seen: Restaurant menus, campus canteen

7]( shui

Water
Words: 77K kaishui (boiled water) - 7K#F shuibéi
(water cup)

Seen: Drink menu, water-vending machine

Words: 1§45 hécha (drink tea) - #34% naicha (milk tea)

Seen: Drink shop menus, restaurant beverage list

B

Meat
Words: 4& nilurou (beef) - 3@ zharou (pork)

Seen: Food menu, canteen food label

K
Vegetable / Dish

Words: ix3 fancai (food dishes) - #3% shacai

cai

(vegetables)

Seen: Every restaurant menu & canteen board

Sl
mi
Uncooked.ricé
Words: >Xix mifan (cooked rice) - XK dami (rice

grain)

Seen: Food packaging, menu

E mian

Noodle / Surface
Words: 5% miantidao (noodles) - Ef, mianbao
(bread)

Seen: Noodle restaurant menu

R

Spicy / Hot-chili

Words: ## lajiao (chili pepper) - <&k bu (1a not
spicy)

Seen: Menu spice-level tags, canteen labels

I1Z

Eat

Words: Izi[z chifan (eat meal) - IZZRFH chi (dongxi eat
food)

Seen: Food advertisement, menu descriptions

15 -

Drink

Words: 187K hé (shui drink water) - I83% hé (cha drink
tea)

Seen: Beverage menus, drink-shop signs




PART

Shopping & Payment Characters




%% gian

Money
Words: £k huagian (spend money) - %k yougian
(have money)

Seen: Shops, payment counter, price notice

I

JG yuan

Chinese Yuan (CNY)

Words: —Jt yi (yuédn one RMB) - 55t wushi (yuan
fifty RMB)

Seen: Every price tag in China

E dian

Shop / Store
Words: &J& shangdian (shop) - fk/& fandian
(restaurant)

Seen: Store front signboard on streets

il

Buy / Purchase

mai

Words: £4 P mai (dongxi go shopping) - £ mai
(cai buy food)

Seen: Shopping mall poster, supermarket label

Sk mai
Sell
Words: £&5E shoumai (sell) - #hsE waimai (take-away
food)

Seen: Shop signs, food delivery app screenshots

1ﬁ jia

Price
Words: /)#% jiagé (price) - {/1%% jiagian (cost)

Seen: Price tag, supermarket shelf label

=B
o5 gui

Expensive
Words: K7 tai (gui le too expensive) - fRE% hén
(gui very costly)

Seen: Bargain conversation text, product comments

1@ pian /bian

Cheap / Convenient

Words: {5 pianyi (cheap) - 75{& fangbian
(convenient)

Seen: Street shop bargaining, convenience-store
sign

=
Business / Merchant

Words: &/ shangdian (shop) - &% shangchang
(shopping mall)

shang

Seen: Mall entrance sign

iﬁ chang

Place / Venue
Words: #&37% shangchang (shopping mall) - 3%
guangchang (public square)

Seen: Mall, public-area signboard

E you

Have / There is

Words: ;8% you (méiydu do you have) - B you

7C wi

No / Without
Words: 7oif wayan (no smoking) - 75k wuxian




(de there is)

Seen: Shop questions, product labels

(wireless)

Seen: Public warning signs, product description

IIQ shou

Receive / Accept

Words: Zzx shoukuan (collect payment) - gk
shougian (receive money)

Seen: Shop cashier counter sticker

1‘ fu

Pay

Words: {37k fukuan (make payment) - 3717 zhifu
(pay)

Seen: Payment sticker on shop counter

1
Bl huo

Goods / Merchandise
Words: &5 shangpin (goods) - 54 huowu
(merchandise)

Seen: Supermarket, shop shelf labels




PART

Digital Life Characters




¥ shou

Hand
Words: 4]l shouji (mobile phone) - 3 shoubiao
(wrist-watch)

Seen: Phone-shop sign, instruction sticker

s

Machine / Device
Words: 4] shouji (cellphone) - I+ &# jisuanji
(computer)

Seen: Electronic-shop sign, device manual

P wing

Net / Internet
Words: 4% wangluo (internet) - £/ shangwang (go
online)

Seen: Wi-Fi notice, internet service sticker

B3 -

Code
Words: —#83 er (wéi ma QR-code) - £%5 haoma
(number code)

Seen: Payment QR-code sticker everywhere

§ zhi

Branch / Support / Pay
Words: 32 zhifu (pay) - 3Z1= Zhifubao (Alipay)

Seen: Shop payment stickers

1\ fu

Pay
Words: 32fF zhifu (pay) - {97k fukuan (make
payment)

Seen: Mobile-payment counter label

—
{E xin
Letter / Message / Trust
Words: ##{5 Wéixin (WeChat) ~{SE.xinxi
(information)

Seen: Shop payment sticker, chat-app prompt

% dian

Electric / Electricity
Words: E2iE dianhua (telephone) - EBf% diannao
(computer)

Seen: Phone booth, electronic-shop sign

iﬁ hua

Speech / Talk
Words: BiE dianhua (telephone) - 151 shuéhua
(speak)

Seen: Contact-information label

=== hao

Number / ID
Words: 543 haoma (number) - F415 shoujihao
(mobile-phone number)

Seen: Forms, SIM-card registration document




PART

Important Signs in China
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55 non

Male / Men
Words: ET24[E] nan (wéishéngjian men’ s
restroom)

Seen: Public restroom door sign

37

Female / Women
Words: wP4E] ni (weishéngjian women’ s
restroom)

Seen: Public restroom door sign

Aru

Entrance / Enter
Words: A\ rukou (entrance)
Seen: Metro, building, shop gate sign

I|:H chu

Exit / Go out
Words: [ chakou (exit)

Seen: Metro exit, fire-escape sign

Open / Turn-on
Words: FF7] kaimén (open door) - 77K kaishui
(boiled water)

Seen: Shop business-hour notice, switch label

XK guen

Close / Tumyoiff
Words: >x[] guanmén (close door) - x4 guanbi
(closed)

Seen: Shop sign, power-switch sticker

-

=

= ting
Stop / Park

Words: 2% tingché (parking) - {21k tingzhi (stop)

Seen: Parking sign, traffic notice

F-E, wei

Danger / Hazard
Words: fgf&; weixian (danger)

Seen: Safety warning board

X
2= Jin

Forbidden / Prohibit
Words: 1L jinzhi (forbidden) - ZZ/# jinyan
(no-smoking)

Seen: All kinds of prohibition warning signs

N
i on

Notice / Pay attention
Words: j¥& zhuyi (attention) - % zhushi (note)

Seen: Public safety reminder notice

1 o

Smoke / Tobacco
Words: 247 jinyan (no-smoking) - F# xiangyan
(cigarette)

Seen: No-smoking public signs

w hué

Fire
Words: i3k fanghuo (fire-prevention) - k% hudché
(train)

Seen: Fire-safety warning posters




ey
3L an
Safe / Peace

Words: 2% anquan (safety) - ¥ (safe and sound)

Seen: Public-safety reminder sign

P .

Do not / Must not
Words: 77t wu (péng do not touch) - ZI\ wu (ru do
not enter)

Seen: Short formal public warning signs

l:ll ké

Can / Allowed
Words: 5] kéyi (can /may) - BJF3 kéyong (available)

Seen: Permission-notice sticker




Character Learning Tips

You do not need to master complex Chinese grammar or thousands of characters. But knowing
simple Radicals ({®5=) can help you guess word meaning when you meet new characters on

street.

Radical example 1: 7 water radicalCharacters with this symbol are usually related with

water:3a] hé river; & hai sea; # hua lake

Radical example 2: A person radicalCharacters related with human-beings:{& xit rest; {R ni

you; it rang allow

@ Practical survival tips: For daily life in China: Recognition > handwriting. You do not

have to practice writing each character.

When you see unknown signs, combine context plus known radicals to guess general

meaning.

Review small groups of characters every few days instead of cramming.




Quick Reference Sheet

Screenshot and save this table to your mobile phone for quick lookup outdoors.

Final Page — CTA Page (55 36 T - £5REEXEISIRT)

Character ‘ Pinyin Meaning
A rén person

I:I:l zhong China / middle
3| guod country

sﬁ_ Xué study

- shéng student / life
X da big

I\ Xido small

=] ri day / date
B yue month

E nian year

7K shui water

w fan meal / rice
ﬁ cai dish / vegetable
¥§ la spicy

% gian money

IT yuan Chinese yuan
S mai buy

g—g mai sell

E dian shop

% gui expensive
!‘l'll.i zhan station

E che vehicle




Eﬁ v road
H:II cha exit
N ru entrance
E dong east
] Xi west
nan south
:|b béi north
F shou hand
1;"’ ji device / phone
| wang internet
] ma code / QR-code
3] nan male
ﬁ nii female
FF kai open
* guan close
{E ting stop / park
% jin forbidden
3 zhu attention
B shi is / are
E you have
I wu no / without
g duo many
ﬂ'\ shao few
&} hao good
uz chi eat
8 hé drink
o] [6u building
= shi room




Continue Learning Chinese

e More Free Resources from The China Helper:
e Chinese Pinyin Guide
e 50 Essential Chinese Phrases

e HSK Preparation Guide
Visit:www.thechinahelper.com

Download China arrival checklist, phrase survival guide and this character handbook for

international students.



