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SIX YOU WILL MEET ON YOUR FIRST DAY

A F Iz ZE

rén Xué chr che

person study eat vehicle
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Chinese Characters Starter Pack

86 characters an international student actually meets - on campus, in the canteen, on
the metro and inside the apps. Each one with its pinyin, its meaning, the words it

builds and the sign you will find it on.
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THE CHINA HELPER CHINESE CHARACTERS STARTER PACK

START HERE

How Chinese characters work

Chinese has no alphabet. Each character is one syllable carrying one piece of meaning, and characters combine
into words: % xué (study) plus 4 shéng (student / life) gives 4 xuéshéng - student. Learn the pieces and the
words start to explain themselves.

1 p A £

The person radical. A rén Three drops of water. The mouth radical - eating, The woman radical: ¥F hao
(person) becomes 1 on the Characters with it are about speaking, openings: IZ cht (good) is a woman & with a
left: £k ni (you), 4K xit (rest). liquid: & hé (river), /& hai (eat), M jiao (to call). child F beside her.

(sea).

EVERY CARD IN THIS PACK

What each entry tells you

The character - the unit you will recognise on a Words - real words built from this character

>19n Seen - where in China you will meet it

Pinyin - h it, with the tone mark .
y ow'to say It, with the tone ma Tone marks - - the shape of your voice

Meaning - the core idea in English

Tone marks: ma flat and high - ma rising - ma dipping - ma falling. Same syllable, different mark, different word - 45
ma is "mother" and & ma is "horse".

HOW TO STUDY THEM

Four rules that beat cramming

Recognition beats handwriting - you need to read signs, not win a calligraphy prize.
When a new character appears, look for a radical you know and guess the field it belongs to.
Review ten characters every few days. Cramming 80 once teaches you nothing by Friday.

Photograph signs you cannot read and look them up that evening - context makes them stick.

% xué - study, everywhere % ché - vehicle, on every street
4 xuéshéng - student NZE hudché - train
K% daxué - university A32% gongjiaoché - bus
3] xuéxi - to study ZEih chézhan - station

One character, many words. Knowing % and Z is worth six words - this is why recognition beats memorising whole
phrases. Every card in this pack works the same way.
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THE CHINA HELPER

SET 1 -

BASIC EVERYDAY CHARACTERS

Basic Everyday

A

)13

\>

rén

Person / People
Words SMELA waiguorén
(foreigner) - 24 xuéshéng
Seen ID documents,
introduction forms, public

zhéng

Middle / China

Words F[E Zhonggud (China) -
FA3Z Zhongweén

Seen Official signs, packaging,
campus notice

xué

Study / Learn

Words 4 xuésheéng (student) -
212 xuéxiao

Seen Campus everywhere,
classroom door,

yué

Moon / Month

Words B yuéfén (month) - —
A yi(yue January)

Seen Application forms,
calendars

shao

Few / Little

Words /b—52 shao (yidian a
little less) - 1R/l hén

Seen Restaurant menu, ordering
food

{5

da

Big / Large

Words A% daxué (university) -
Ki# daldu (large

Seen University gate, building
names, store signs

gué

Country / Nation

Words [EZX gudjia (country) -
PR qudji

Seen Passport-related
documents,

shéng

Life / Raw / Student

Words F4 xuéshéng (student) -
Jt4E xiansheng

Seen Student ID, campus
registration paper

nidn
Year / Age

hdo

Good / Fine

Words fR%F hén (hao very good)
- 31¥0Z hdocht

Seen Reviews, menu comments,
daily conversation

PRACTISE - WRITE TODAY'S CHARACTERS IN THE BOXES
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L

i

xido

Small / Little

Words /)\[E xidodian (small
shop) - ZNE xidoxué

Seen Local convenience stores,
street shop signs

wén

Language / Writing /
Culture

Words A3 Zhongwén (Chinese
language) - XF

Seen Library, textbook,
language class notice

ri

Sun / Day / Date

Words 4 H shéngri (birthday) -
B#A rigr (date)

Seen Forms, calendar,
application documents

dud

Many / More

Words £E44 nianling (age) - 4
jinnian (this year) %7 dudshao
(how many /how much) - fR%
Seen Registration forms, official
paperwork Shops, price tags,
questionnaires

shi

Is/ Am / Are

Words 2 wo (shilam) - A2
bu (shiis not)

Seen Forms, questionnaires,
basic written sentences
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SET 2 - CAMPUS & UNIVERSITY CHARACTERS

Campus & University

(5%

iR

il

xiao

School / Campus

Words 2% xuéxiao (school) - &
xigoyuan

Seen University gate, campus
building sign

ke

Class / Lesson

Words _Eif shangke (attend
class) - g7 keébén

Seen Timetable, classroom
notice

shi

Room / Chamber

Words = jiaoshi (classroom) -
AZE bangdngshi

Seen All kinds of room signs on
campus

su

Lodge / Accommodate
Words f&%& sushé (dormitory)
Seen Student dormitory

#

&%

jiao

Teach / Instruction

Words = jiaoshi (classroom) -
#HF jiaoxué

Seen Teaching building door
sign

Iéu

Building / Floor

Words #ZF# jiaoxuéléu
(teaching building) - B& 1%
Seen Every campus building
entrance sign

ban
Handle / Manage

Words 72 banli (process
(formalities)) - HAE

Seen Administration office,
student-affairs notice

shé
House / Dorm

Words 82 susheé (student
dormitory)

I

i

¥

shr

Teacher / Master

Words /i 13oshi (teacher) - #
Jfi jiaosht (instructor)

Seen Office door, class schedule

mén

Door / Gate

Words X[] damén (main gate) -
70 ménkou

Seen Building gate, room door
plate

gong

Public / Official
Words /MAZ bangongshi
(office) - 2FF gongkai
Seen Official notice,
administration building

tu

Picture / Chart
Words E|H1E tdshaguan
(library) - ElF tapian

building sign Seen Dorm building, dorm Seen Library entrance sign
registration
sha guan -]
:H Book tE Hall / Venue I!m Border / Inter-
Words B$ tushia (book) - F7< Words E$IE tashaguadn Words EPF gudji (international)
shabén (textbook) (library) - A& 1E tiyuguan - EFRFE gudji

Seen Library, bookstore,
classroom

Seen Library, sports-building
entrance

PRACTISE - WRITE TODAY'S CHARACTERS IN THE BOXES
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THE CHINA HELPER CHINESE CHARACTERS STARTER PACK

SET 3 - TRANSPORTATION CHARACTERS

Transportation

3

i

it

i

che

Vehicle / Car

Words 5% qiché (car) - A&
hudche (train)

Seen Bus station, train station
sign

déng

East

Words 7Ri] dongmén (east
gate) - 7Ri2 dongbian

Seen Metro exit number,
building gate sign

béi

North

Words 3bi7] bé&imén (north gate)
-4b7 béifang

Seen Metro exit, street name
plates

di

Ground / Land

Words i#th¥k ditié (metro
/subway) - #1775 difang

Seen Metro station sign, street
signs

SET 4 - FOOD & RESTAURANT CHARACTERS

Food & Restaurant

iR

fan

Rice / Meal

Words IZiR chifan (eat meal) - 3K
IR mifan (cooked

Seen Restaurant menus,
campus canteen

rou

Meat

Words 4/ nitrou (beef) - &5HA
zharou (pork)

Seen Food menu, canteen food
label

mian

Noodle / Surface

Words HE % miantido (noodles) -
M mianbao

Seen Noodle restaurant menu

heé

Drink

Words 87K hé (shuf drink water)
- IB% hé (cha drink

Seen Beverage menus, drink-
shop signs

The China Helper

7K

ﬁ

R

zhan

Station / Stop

Words Z1f chézhan (station) -
HhEkuh ditiézhan

Seen Metro, bus, railway station
everywhere

XTI

West

Words 78] ximén (west gate) -
7538 xibian (west

Seen Metro exits, campus gate
signs

cha

Go out / Exit

Words M chakdu (exit) - tHE
chaqu (go out)

Seen Metro huge EXIT sign,
building fire exit

shui

Water

Words FFk kaishui (boiled
water) - ZK#F shuibgi

Seen Drink menu, water-
vending machine

cai

Vegetable / Dish

Words iR fancai (food dishes) -
S shacai

Seen Every restaurant menu &
canteen board

la

Spicy / Hot-chili

Words #i#{ 1ajido (chili pepper) -
¥ bu (14 not

Seen Menu spice-level tags,
canteen labels

www.thechinahelper.com

lu

Road / Route

Words &8 daolu (road) - A&
gonglu (highway)

Seen Street name plates, bus
route boards

ndn

South

Words 1] ndnmén (south
gate) - B75 nanfang

Seen Metro exit, street signs

ra

Enter / Entrance

Words N[ rukdu (entrance) - i##
A jinru (enter)

Seen Metro ENTRANCE sign,
building gate

chd

Tea

Words 18%% hécha (drink tea) - i
2% naicha (milk tea)

Seen Drink shop menus,
restaurant beverage list

mi

Uncooked rice

Words KR mifan (cooked rice) -
AHK dami (rice

Seen Food packaging, menu

chi

Eat

Words IZfR chifan (eat meal) - iz
%78 chi (dongxi eat

Seen Food advertisement, menu
descriptions

Page5/8



THE CHINA HELPER

SET 5 - SHOPPING & PAYMENT CHARACTERS

Shopping & Payment

%

H

2

{3

qidn

Money

Words £ huagian (spend
money) - H$k youqian

Seen Shops, payment counter,
price notice

mai

Buy / Purchase

Words 7R85 mai (dongxi go
shopping) - £ mai

Seen Shopping mall poster,
supermarket label

qui

Expensive

Words X T tai (gui le too
expensive) - {R 5% hén {EE pianyi
(cheap) - /518 fangbian

Seen Bargain conversation text,
product comments Street shop
bargaining, convenience-store

you

Have / There is

Words &% you (méiydu do
you have) - B you

fu

Pay

Words {5 fukudn (make
payment) - 3213 zhifu

Seen Payment sticker on shop
counter

7T

by

yudn

Chinese Yuan (CNY)
Words —7T yi (yudn one RMB) -
F+7T wishi (yuén

Seen Every price tag in China

mai

Sell

Words &352 shoumai (sell) - 432
waimai (take-away

Seen Shop signs, food delivery
app screenshots

shang

Business / Merchant
Words /& shangdian (shop) -
1% shangchang

Seen Mall entrance sign

wd

No / Without

Words e/ wiyan (no smoking)
- o4k waxian

Seen Shop questions, product
labels Public warning signs,
product description

huo
Goods / Merchandise

Words & & shangpin (goods) -
534 huowu

Seen Supermarket, shop shelf
labels

PRACTISE - WRITE TODAY'S CHARACTERS IN THE BOXES
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dian

Shop / Store

Words /& shangdian (shop) -
RIE fandian

Seen Store front signboard on
streets

jia

Price

Words /118 jiagé (price) - 5k
jiagian (cost)

Seen Price tag, supermarket
shelf label

chang

Place / Venue

Words 3% shangchéng
(shopping mall) - ™%
Seen Mall, public-area
signboard

shéu

Receive / Accept

Words Wk shoukudn (collect
payment) - Uk

Seen Shop cashier counter
sticker
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SET 6 - DIGITAL LIFE CHARACTERS

Digital Life

F

b5

2|

SET 7 - IMPORTANT SIGNS IN CHINA

Important Signs in China

shou

Hand

Words 4/l shouji (mobile
phone) - F3& shoubido
Seen Phone-shop sign,
instruction sticker

ma

Code

Words — 483 ér (wéi m3 QR-
code) - S5 haoma

Seen Payment QR-code sticker
everywhere

dian

Electric / Electricity

Words EiE dianhua (telephone)
- BB diannao

Seen Phone booth, electronic-
shop sign

%

ndn

Male / Men

Words 5 P48 nan
(weishéngjian men's

Seen Public restroom door sign

guan

Close / Turn-off

Words (] guanmén (close
door) - XH] guanbi

Seen Shop sign, power-switch
sticker

jin

Forbidden / Prohibit
Words 21k jinzhi (forbidden) -
2R jinyan

Seen All kinds of prohibition
warning signs

huo
Fire
Words A fanghud (fire-
prevention) - KZ hudché

Seen Fire-safety warning
posters

ké

Can / Allowed

Words AJ LA kéyT (can /may) - I
F kéyong (available)

Seen Permission-notice sticker

The China Helper

]!

e

1/

b

Ji

Machine / Device

Words F#/1 shouji (cellphone) -
&M jisuanji

Seen Electronic-shop sign,
device manual

zht

Branch / Support / Pay
Words 3217 zhifu (pay) - Z14=E
Zhifubao (Alipay)

Seen Shop payment stickers

hua

Speech / Talk

Words BiE dianhua (telephone)
- & shudhua

Seen Contact-information label

nii

Female / Women

Words Z B4 nl
(weishéngjian women's

Seen Public restroom door sign

ting

Stop / Park

Words 2% tingché (parking) -
{Z1E tingzhi (stop)

Seen Parking sign, traffic notice

zhu

Notice / Pay attention
Words ;¥ & zhuyi (attention) - 7F
# zhushi (note)

Seen Public safety reminder
notice

an

Safe / Peace

Words &£ anquan (safety) - ¥
% (safe and sound)

Seen Public-safety reminder
sign

www.thechinahelper.com
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.
=

dio

3]

wang

Net / Internet

Words W& wangluo (internet) -
R shangwang (go

Seen Wi-Fi notice, internet
service sticker

xin

Letter / Message / Trust
Words 5 Weixin (WeChat) - f&
B xinxi

Seen Shop payment sticker,
chat-app prompt

hao

Number / ID

Words S#3 haoma (number) - F
#1S shoéujihao

Seen Forms, SIM-card
registration document

kai

Open / Turn-on

Words 7] kaimén (open door)
- FFK kaishui

Seen Shop business-hour notice,
switch label

wei

Danger / Hazard

Words f&B& weixian (danger)
Seen Safety warning board

yan

Smoke / Tobacco

Words 2@ jinyan (no-smoking)
- &JA xiangyan

Seen No-smoking public signs

wu

Do not / Must not
Words 775t wl (péng do not
touch) - I\ wu (ru do

Seen Short formal public
warning signs
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SCREENSHOT THIS ONE

Twenty to recognise by the end of week one

A X u)\ oy 3 =

rén da xido zhéng gquo xué shéng ri yueé nidn

I3
H¥
m

K IR - % % I5 i L3 th A
shui fan cai qidn mai dian zhan ché cha ru

Test yourself: cover the pinyin and read the row out loud. Any character you cannot say is tomorrow's review - ten
characters a day beats one long evening.

CHARACTERS YOU MET THIS WEEK - WRITE THEM HERE

Cover and recall: hide this page, say each character's pinyin out loud, then check. Anything you miss goes back into
tomorrow's ten minutes of review.

Free China downloads

Scan for the full library of printable checklists, phrase sheets and guides.

Chinese Characters for Beginners - the full online list

Chinese Pinyin Guide - read any pinyin you see

Reading Chinese Signs and Labels - what the signs actually say

Chinese Flashcards Done Right - a review system that sticks

Disclaimer: this pack is a recognition aid for international students, not a certified language course. Pinyin and meanings are given for
everyday usage; some characters carry extra readings and regional variants. Always follow your university's own Chinese course and HSK
materials for assessment.

© 2026 The China Helper - www.thechinahelper.com - Free to print and share with credit. Last updated September 2026.
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