THE CHINA HELPER - FREE STUDENT RESOURCE

50 Essential Chinese Phrases

Every International Student Should Know in China

A Practical Chinese Survival Guide for Daily Communication



Welcome to Chinese Communication

Welcome to Chinese Communication

Learning Chinese does not require you to master complicated grammar at the very beginning.When you
first live in China, the most important skills are simple, practical oral expressions for real -world
scenarios: - Greet other people- Express your basic needs- Ask for directions- Solve everyday
small-scale problems

These phrases are designed for real situations you may experience in China.You do not need perfect
pronunciation to communicate; local people will appreciate your effort to speak Chinese.



How This Guide Works

How This Guide Works
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Every entry in this guide includes 4 parts:

Chinese— Original Chinese characters
Pinyin— Phonetic spelling for pronunciation

Meaning— English translation

When to Use— Real-life scenario explanation

ﬂjﬂl} (EXAMPLE)

Ni hao %

Hello

When to use: When meeting someone for the first time or greeting people.

@ Extra Tip: You can screenshot or print these pages and save them on your phone. You do not have to

memorize everything in one day; learn phrases little by-little as you encounter new situations.



PART 1

Basic Greetings & Social

Communication

Target: Communicate with Chinese classmates, teachers and new friends.



01 {RYF

Ni hao
Hello

When to use: General greeting for meeting anyone, teachers, classmates, shop keepers.

02 189ig}

Xiéxie

Thank you

When to use: After receiving help, receiving food, getting service.

—
03 AR
Bu keqi
You're welcome

When to use: Reply when other people say “xiéxie” to you.

04 AFER

Bu haoyisi
Sorry / Excuse me

When to use: Apologize for small mistakes, get people’s attention in crowded places.



05 58]

Qingwen
Excuse me / May | ask

When to use: Before asking strangers questions (polite opening for all questions).

, d—\‘ . *
06 fREFIARR
Hén gaoxing renshi ni
Nice to meet you

When to use: When you meet new friends for the first -time.

07 Bl

Zai jian
Goodbye

When to use: Say goodbye when you leave.

08 KR

Méi guanxi
It’s okay / No problem

When to use: Reply when someone says sorry to you.
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PART 2

Campus & University Life

Target: For international students on university campus, talking with teachers & campus staff



09 ZUZET{EIRER?

Jiaoshi zai nali?

Where is the classroom?

When to use: Finding your lecture room for class.

Tl Al
10 EERFE

W shi liuxuéshéng

| am an international student

When to use: Explain your identity to university staff.

11 BEfFREDAZENE?

Gudji xuéshéng bangongshi zai naki?
Where is the international office?

When to use: When you need help from student -affairs office.

12 A BEH
W06 bu mingbai
| don't understand

When to use: You cannot follow what other people are saying.



13 IBIRIE—=

Qing shudo man yidian
Please speak slowly

When to use: Native speakers talk too fast for you to catch.

14 AJLAS T3ERIG?

Kéyi xié xialai ma?
Can you write it down?

When to use: You cannot understand spoken words, want to read Chinese text.

15 g L= EiR?

Qingwen ji dian shangke?
What time does class start?

When to use: Ask class starting time.

16 FIFARIERN

W0 ting bu dong Zhongwén
| cannot understand Chinese

When to use: For situations your listening ability is limited.



PART 3

Food & Restaurants

High -frequency scenario for foreign students: restaurants, canteens, food stalls



17 B XA

W xiang dian zhege

| want this one

When to use: Order food by pointing at menu or dishes.

18 NEHF
Bl yao la
No spicy

When to use: You cannot eat spicy food at all.

19 D—3Fk

Shao yidian la
Less spicy

When to use: You can accept small amount of chili.

20 XS Vi%?

Zhege duoshao gian?
How much is this?

When to use: Ask price for dishes or snacks.



21 AJLAFTERNS?

Kéyi dabao ma?
Can | take it away?

When to use: You want to take leftover food to -go.

22 FANZIEE

W0 bu chi zharou

| do not eat pork

When to use: Religious / personal dietary requirement.

23 g, 1RYFIZ

Xiéxie, hén hao chi

Thank you, it is delicious

When to use: Compliment food after eating.
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PART4

Shopping & Daily Life

Scenarios: Supermarkets, convenience stores, small local shops



24 ZIV5%?

Duoshao gian?
How much?

When to use: Ask price for goods.

25 K&ET

Tai guile
Too expensive

When to use: You think the price is too high.

26 Bi%H?
YOu méiyou?
Do you have ...?

When to use: Ask whether the shop sells a certain item.

27 BAESLXA

WO xiang mai zhege
| want to buy this

When to use: Point at product you want to purchase.



28 AILM@E—S18?

Kéyi pidnyi yidian ma?

Can you make it cheaper?

When to use: Bargain in small local street shops (Note: Not for supermarkets or big -chain stores).

29 FHE—EF

W0 kan yi kan
I’m just looking

When to use: Shop assistant offers help but you are only browsing.



PART 5

Transportation

Scenarios: Subway, taxi, ride-hailing, bus



30 HBEKULTEMFER?

Ditié zhan zai nali?
Where is the subway station?

When to use: Look for metro entrance.

31 BT X B

Qing dai wo qu zheli

Please take me here

When to use: Show address / map screenshot to taxi driver.

32 FESRKX?

Xudyao duo jiu?
How long does it take?

When to use: Ask estimated travel time.

33 FEXBTE

W0 zai zheli xia che
| want to get off here

When to use: Tell taxi / bus driver your stop.



34 1B[AIX IR T ERING?

Qingwen zhe Iu gongjiao ché dao ma?

Does this bus go there?

When to use: Check bus route.
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PART 6

Mobile Payment & Technology

China -specific daily -life scenarios: QR -code scan, mobile payment, phone & internet issues



35 AJLARSZIT=ENS?

Kéyi yong Zhifubao ma?

Can | pay by Alipay?

When to use: Ask shops whether they accept Alipay.

36 TR 7 ZLERT

W0 sao bu liao er wéi ma

| cannot scan the QR code

When to use: Your phone fails to scan merchant QR payment code.

7 BRIFHSAEER

W0 de shouji hao bu néng yong

My phone number doesn't work

When to use: SIM -card / mobile service failure.

'~

38 AJLARGUSSZ(T15

Kéyi yong Weixin zhifu ma?

Can | pay with WeChat Pay?

When to use: Check WeChat Pay acceptance.



39 ;2 BMILE

Méiyou wangluo
No internet / No Wi-Fi

When to use: Mobile data or Wi -Fi connection fails.
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PART 7

Emergency & Important Situations

Critical vocabulary: hospital, police, lost documents, asking for urgent help



a0 FeEEEERH)

W xtyao bangzhu

| need help

When to use: General emergency situation.

a1 FeRUIRERE T

WO de huzhao dit le

| lost my passport

When to use: Your passport is missing, contact police or consulate.

a2 EEFRIEMRER?

Yiyuan zai nali?

Where is the hospital?

When to use: Medical emergency, need to find clinic / hospital.

43 IgHIRE

Qing bao jing
Please call the police

When to use: Serious safety -related emergency.



as FeAEFAR

W0 bu shifu

| am feeling sick /unwell

When to use: Physical discomfort, seek medical help.

a5 BEEEMSIE

W xiang yao qu lingshiguan

| want to go to the consulate

When to use: When your passport is lost or you need consular assistance.

FKIFAE, BHRSRIBHA

W0 ting bu dong, qing zhao hui Yingyl de rén

| cannot understand, please find someone who speaks English

When to use: Hospital / police / office when no English -speaking staff nearby.

47 BRIEREAN T

W0 de gianbao bu jian le
My wallet is missing

When to use: Lost cash or physical wallet.



a8 AJLARBEENYRHRZENS?

Kéyi bang wo jiao jiuhuché ma?

-

Can you call an ambulance for me?

When to use: Serious medical emergency.

49 FHXRIRT

W6 milu le

| am lost

When to use: Cannot find your destination location.

50 ISIE—R, HARES

I\

Qing man yidian, wo you dian jinzhang
Please slow down, | am a little'nervous

When to use: Stressful official / emergency situations.



Quick Reference Sheet

Top 20 Most Useful Phrases — save on your phone or print out.

Top 20 Most Useful Phrases (For saving on your mobile phone screen or print out.)

Chinese English Meaning
W\ﬂ_?r Ni hdo Hello
159187 Xiexie Thank you

£ Duoshao gian? How much?
ZI0Ek?

e B
1EWRER? Zai nali: Where is it?
}j?’z:ﬂ]ﬁ W0 bu zhidao I don’t know
B Qing bangbang wo Please help me
NFEER BU haoyisi Sorry / Excuse me
i%l‘ﬁ] Qingweén May | ask

HE—R

Qing shuo man yidian

Please speak slowly

AR

W0 bu mingbai

| don’t understand

Z;g;* Blwyao la No spicy
E_I-L\)LEF]-@,”E_'J? Kéyi dabao ma? Can | take-away?
iiﬂ%%ﬁﬁ&”%i’ Ditié zhan zai nali? Where is subway station?
E_I-L\,Lﬁﬁi'f‘—_l'iugp Kéyi yong Zhifubao ma? Can | use Alipay?
;ﬁﬁmgg Méiydu wangluod No internet

W xtyao bangzhu I need help

HEERE

BHIIPRRET

WO de huzhao dil le

I lost my passport

= Tyuan zai nali? ere is hospital?
EEREAERER? R e Rl e etk
B Zai jian Goodbye

Méi guanxi It’s okay

IR




Chinese Pronunciation Tips

Simple introduction to the Four Tones. You don’t need perfect tones to communicate.

IPZRAVARN

Chinese Pronunciation Tips
Simple introduction to Four Tones. You don’t need perfect tones to communicate.
Chinese Pinyin has four main tones: - 55—/ (Flat) : ~example: ma- % ./ (Rising) : ~example: ma- §

—j5 (Falling-Rising) : ~“example:m3- 25U (Sharp falling) : " example: ma

@ Important tip: Do not get stuck on perfect pronunciation. Even if your tones are not 100% correct, Chinese
people can still understand you from context. Speaking is far more important than perfection.



Avoid These Mistakes

Avoid These Mistakes

x Mistake 1: Saying “/REFIS? (NT hdo ma?)” every-time you meet people

Note: In daily-life Chinese, local people rarely use /R#F1 for casual greeting. Just use simple /R4 VRIFS is
reserved for asking “how are you” when someone looks unwell.

x Mistake 2: Speaking too fast

Note: Take your time. Speak slowly and clearly. Slow simple Chinese is easier for local people to understand.

:’ Bonus tip: Pointing with your hand together with simple phrases is totally acceptable when you struggle with
Chinese. Gestures help communication a-lot.



Continue Learning Chinese

More Free Resources from The China Helper:
v/ Chinese Characters Guide
v/ Pinyin Guide

v/ HSK Preparation

Visit:www.thechinahelper.com

Download our China Arrival Checklist and more free student
resources on-the-website.



